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A.R.S. §15-816 Defines “open enrollment:”

● “Open enrollment” means a policy adopted and implemented by a 

school district governing board to allow resident transfer pupils to 

enroll in any school within the school district, to allow resident pupils 

to enroll in any school located within other school districts in this 

state and to allow nonresident pupils to enroll in any school within 

the district pursuant to § 15-816.01.



Districts are required to have an open enrollment policy based on 

A.R.S. §15-816.01:

● School district governing boards shall establish policies and shall 

implement an open enrollment policy without charging tuition.

● A copy of the district policies for open enrollment shall be posted on 

the district's website and shall be available to the public on request.



Districts may honor expulsions from other districts, A.R.S. §15-841(C): 

● A school district may refuse to admit any pupil who has been 

expelled from another educational institution or who is in the 

process of being expelled from another educational institution.



A.R.S. §15-802(B)(1): Proof of Residency: 

● . . . In accordance with guidelines adopted by the department of 

education, school districts . . . shall require and maintain verifiable 

documentation of residency in this state for pupils who enroll in the 

school district . . . .

● Proof of residency is not required for homeless students. 42 U.S.C.§

11432(g)(3)(C)(i).



Proof of Residency (cont’d): ADE Guidelines state families can either:

1. Provide one of the acceptable documents, including Arizona: 

driver’s license; MVD registration; Address Confidentiality Program card; 

or a rental agreement or lease (including Section 8 agreement or off-

base military housing), utility bill, payroll stub, or tribal documentation. 

OR

2. Complete an affidavit of shared residency form, and submit a 

signed, notarized affidavit for the person who maintains the residence 

where the student lives, . . . along with a document from the bulleted 

list bearing the name and address of the person who maintains the 

residence.



Proof of Student’s Age and Identity. Policy JF, Student Admissions,

A.R.S. §15-828:

● On enrollment of a pupil for the first time in a particular school district 

. . . in [K-12 programs], that school . . . shall notify the person enrolling 

the pupil in writing that within thirty days the person must provide 

one of the following:

● 1. A certified copy of the pupil's birth certificate.

● 2. Other reliable proof of the pupil's identity and age, including the 

pupil's baptismal certificate, an application for a social security 

number or original school registration records and an affidavit 

explaining the inability to provide a copy of the birth certificate.

● 3. A letter from the authorized representative of an agency having 

custody of the pupil . . . certifying that the pupil has been placed in 

the custody of the agency as prescribed by law. (emphasis added)



SUSD Current Policy Highlights

● Defines resident, non-resident students, pursuant to A.R.S. §15-816

● Capacity language drives ability for each campus to accept open 

enrollment

● Priority language based on subgroups

● Admission standards related to students who have been expelled

● Notification procedures

● Transportation procedures related to students with special 

education services



Policy Update:

● Policy JFB - Open Enrollment has gone through frequent revisions 

based on input and in response to needs.

Recommendations:

● Revise Capacity language 

● Add Open Enrollment Regulation

● Add Exhibit related to necessary steps required to revoke the open 

enrollment status of a student.



Recommended Policy Change 

Current SUSD policy - The Superintendent shall by December of 

each year, estimate how much excess capacity may exist to 

accept transfer students and shall submit to the board for approval.

Current ASBA policy - The Superintendent shall annually estimate 

excess capacity to accept transfer pupils.

Recommended policy revision - The Superintendent or 

Superintendent’s designee by December 1st shall annually estimate 

how much excess capacity may exist to accept transfer students 

and shall report the estimate of excess capacity to the Board. 



Regulation

● Aligns to current open enrollment practice

● Adopts practice into regulation language to increase 

communication and transparency.

● Continues admission and revocation standards 

Exhibit

● Outlines specific procedures to revoke the open enrollment status of 

a student.

● Requires specific steps, including a plan to improve attendance, 

graduation status and/or behavior that includes parent or guardian



Feedback Received

● Consider adding enrollment language into regulation

● Consider adding language related to what is contained in the 

district open enrollment information packet

● Consider adding specific position responsible for items (e.g., 

Assistant Superintendent instead of “Superintendent’s designee”)

● Add “time stamp” language

● Update website to reflect changes 



Thank you!


